
R E A DY
Global Readiness for Major Disease 

Outbreak Response

When major disease outbreaks occur, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are often on the frontlines, using 
their deep connections with affected communities and expertise to support outbreak readiness and response. 
READY, an initiative funded by USAID’s Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance and led by Save the Children 
and a consortium of partners, is supporting NGOs to more effectively respond to major disease outbreaks 
in humanitarian settings. Through investments in a robust and diverse capacity-strengthening portfolio, 
knowledge and best-practice sharing, and engagement with key coordination groups to identify and respond to 
real-time needs, READY is equipping national and international humanitarian NGOs with knowledge and skills 
to be ready to respond to major disease outbreaks through integrated and community-centered approaches.

READY is developing, translating, and delivering:

Aim
NGOs have the tools, 

knowledge, and skills to 
support crisis-affected 
communities and local 

authorities to effectively 
respond to major 

epidemics and 
pandemics

Online courses and live 
trainings to share outbreak 
knowledge and operational 

readiness and response skills

Digital simulations to 
test and refine outbreak 
readiness and response 

knowledge

Tailored, organization-wide 
trainings and mentorship
for operational readiness for 

outbreak response

Tools and guidelines to fill 
identified gaps and ensure 

NGOs are technically 
prepared to respond to

 major outbreaks

Strategies, trainings, 
and approaches to 

engage and center 
communities in 

outbreak response

Webinars, policy briefs, and 
other thought leadership 
on current and future global 
trends in outbreak readiness 

and response

READY is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents are the 
responsibility of READY and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government. Led by Save the Children, the READY initiative is implemented in 
partnership with the Johns Hopkins Center for Humanitarian Health, the Johns Hopkins Center for Communication Programs, UK-Med, and the Humanitarian Leadership 
Academy. READY is augmenting global capacity for non-governmental organizations to respond to large-scale infectious disease outbreaks. 

To learn more about READY, visit www.ready-initiative.org and sign up for our newsletter: http://bit.ly/ready-initiative

READY is strengthening the capacity of NGOs to respond to
 major infectious disease outbreaks.
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Looking for resources to strengthen your or your organization’s readiness and 
response to major disease outbreaks? Check out READY’s key resources below!

Available in Arabic, English, French, & Spanish 

Available in English, French, & Spanish

Available in English & French 

A curated learning hub with 
over 60 technical and operational 
courses for outbreak readiness and 
response. 

An exciting digital simulation where 
the learner takes the role of an NGO 
team lead managing a multi-sectoral 
humanitarian program portfolio 
when an outbreak occurs.

An innovative digital simulation  
where the learner takes the role of 
an NGO Health Program Manager 
leading the health response during 
an evolving infectious disease 
outbreak.

A hand-selected collection of 
technical and operational resources 
for outbreak readiness and response.  

Search by topic, disease, language, 
author, and document type. 
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